
10 seniors who were destined for an incredible March 
 
By Drew Sandifer 
CMA Sports Workshop Reporter 
 
With the sudden announcement by the NCAA that the 2020 Basketball Tournaments would be 
canceled, it leaves a hole for some seniors who had played their final games in their beloved 
college’s uniform without even knowing it. Now starting a professional career in the face, it 
would have been nice for these players to give just a few more final moments in the sports’ 
biggest spectacle. This is a list of the seniors that have been ripped away from fans by the virus. 
 
Cassius Winston, Michigan State 
 
Possibly the fan favorite of this list, Cassius Winston has been leading this Michigan State team 
since his freshman season. He took the Spartans to the Final Four last season, but he and the 
green and white were still seeking out a greater goal. It would have been great to see the 
multiple-time Big Ten first teamer to cut down the nets in Atlanta. 
 
Yoeli Childs, BYU 
 
One of the unknown stars in college basketball solely based on where he plays is Yoeli Childs. 
The leading scorer for BYU had the opportunity to jump to the NBA, but first-year coach Mark 
Pope convinced him to come back for a season campaign. An upset over Gonzaga proved the 
cougars were ready for a deep March run like the Jimmer glory days. Childs will go without that 
recognition. 
 
Myles Powell, Seton Hall 
 
Having just named Big East player of the year, Myles Powell is one of those players that is made 
for March. The Pirates had a veteran team that had more success than nearly anyone in school 
history and was set to be a top 3 seed and do some damage in March Madness. Unfortunately 
for Seton Hall fans, they will see their star go without getting them to the Final Four. 
 
Markus Howard, Marquette 
 
Remaining in the Big East is Markus Howard. The leading scorer in the country, Howard is the 
type of player to single-handedly win a tourney game for his team, After a shocking upset to Ja 
Morant and Murray State last year, Howard was looking to avenge that loss with a deep run this 
year. Now, the Big East’s all-time leading scorer must see if he can crack the stigma around 
guards under 6 feet in the NBA. 
 
Killian Tillie, Gonzaga 
 



Like Childs, many may not recognize Killian Tillie because of how late his games are played on a 
Saturday night. Nevertheless, Tillie has been a contributor for this Gonzaga squad for all four of 
his years. He even played a crucial role for the Bulldogs in their national championship game 
appearance, However, Mark Few and Tillie were never able to reach that mountain top. Tough 
site to see for fans of the team from Spokane. 
 
Payton Pritchard, Oregon 
 
Widely regarded as the clutchest player in the country, we knew there had to be an all-time 
moment waiting in the wings for Oregon’s Payton Pritchard. Like many on this list, Pritchard 
was a solid contributor for this Ducks team, averaging more than 20 points in this senior 
season. With so many NCAA Tournament games coming down to the wire, few could argue that 
Oregon had the best player for that situation in the country. Stings to not see him in the green 
and yellow again. 
 
Udoka Azubukie, Kansas 
 
One of college basketball’s best stories is Udoka Azubukie, Having not played organized 
basketball in his home of Nigeria, Kansas fans literally watch him progress as a basketball player 
seemingly overnight. Armed with likely the top overall seed in all of the land, this would have 
been Azubukie’s final shot to cut down the nets as a champion. Now, he must hope that he 
impressed enough NBA scouts along the way to make the jump to professional. 
 
Anthony Cowan, Maryland 
 
At this point in his career, Anthony Cowan and Maryland basketball are inseparable. Cowan has 
played in every game of his career and has started for Mark Turgeon’s Terps every step of the 
way. While sporting competitive teams in the past, this was his best opportunity yet to win the 
big one. It will not be the same seeing a different player bring the ball up the court for 
Maryland next season. 
 
Lamar Stevens, Penn State 
 
One of the darlings-to-be of this tournament was Penn State. A team that always seems to 
underachieve in one of the best conferences in the country, Penn State had come out of 
nowhere to make a name for themselves nationally this season. Ranking as high as number nine 
this year, Lamar Stevens led the way for the Nittany Lions. Would have been a treat for Penn 
State to celebrate success after being the butt of a joke for so many years. 
 
Sabrina Ionescu, Oregon 
 
Often overlooked in this entire chaos is that the women’s side is also canceled. While it does 
not get the media attention as their male counterparts, women’s college basketball has its own 
special players and storylines. Without a doubt, Sabrina Ionescu is that special player for the 



women’s game. Hands down the best player currently and arguably the best ever, Ionescu 
returned to Oregon to win a national championship. While she was stripped of that 
opportunity, expect her to be the face of the WNBA for years to come. 
 
While its’s tough to say goodbye to the NCAA Tournament, there’s some solace in knowing that 
we will watch it again when it comes around next year. For these players, though, there is no 
next year. It is sobering to see these players play their last games without knowing it, stripping 
them of the opportunity to have more magic decorate their stellar careers. Happy trails, class of 
2020, you surely will be missed. 


