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St. Johns scored the final bucket of the 2020 NCAA basketball season Thursday morning to put 

them ahead of Creighton 38-35 at the half in what could be the last basketball for the 

foreseeable future. 

The Big East announced the cancellation of the tournament due to COVID-19 concerns with a 

statement at halftime followed by a press conference held by Big East commissioner Val 

Ackerman. 

“Here in the 2020 tournament we have two completed games, we have half a game and that’s 

all we are going to have in 2020,” Ackerman said. “It breaks my heart. This is the greatest 

college basketball tournament ever, but we respect the decisions of authorities. We are very 

mindful of what is happening nationally, we do not want to be imprudent in how it relates to the 

safety of our participants and our fans, and its sort of terrifying, frankly what is evolving here as 

the science and the assessments of the science are progressing and I don’t think any of us 

know what is going to happen tomorrow.” 

Every NCAA conference canceled their 

tournaments Thursday, but the Big East was the 

only tournament to start a game before they 

called it quits at halftime. 

“You all can second guess our decision to play 

that first half. That’s your prerogative.” Ackerman 

said. “I can assure you we were doing the best 

we could with the information we had, and when 

we had to make the decision and as soon as we 

got the information particularly from the city we 

didn’t hesitate.” 

On Wednesday the Big East announced that 

tournament would continue with attendance 

limited to family, cheerleaders, band members 

and media. Ackerman said that prior to tip-off the 

state of New York wasn’t yet banning gatherings 

of 500 or more people. 

“We have been dealing with (New York City 

officials) for days,” Ackerman said. “They have 

been telling us they are not recommending 

cancellation or adjustments to large gatherings. 

Now it appears that the city is prepared to act.” 

COVID-19 concerns have spread throughout the sports landscape in recent days leading to 

cancellations or postponements of the seasons for all NCAA sports, MLB, NBA, MLS, NHL, XFL 

and more.  

Val Ackerman spoke in a press conference after the decision to 

cancel the Big East tournament at halftime. Ackerman said that 

when they received the news that the state was banning 

gatherings of more than 500 people the game was already 

underway and they decided to wait until halftime to stop the 

game. “We didn’t want We didn’t feel like we needed a dramatic 

pull the players off of the court mid-game gesture,” Ackerman 

said. “We literally just didn’t think that another 15 to 20 minutes 

of game time was going to make that much of a difference. That 

being said we didn’t think it was appropriate to send the athletes 

back out onto the floor during halftime.” 


